Retention of the menses is a condition which has been recognized for many centuries. Celsus described it in his work Dc Medicina about 5 B.C. 
These cases are described in summary only, as the purpose of their inclusion is to use them as illustrations in the discussion which follows. Case 1. Miss A. L., aged 1(5 years, had menstruated for three years. Slie complained of severe pain in the left lower abdomen for four weeks. Laparotomy confirmed the presence of haematometra and haematosalpinx in the left side of a bicornuate uterus. It was treated by division of the septum with left salpingectomy.
Case 2. Miss C. ()., aged 17 years, had never menstruated, but had complained of monthly pain for two years. On examination she was found to have an imperforate hymen and on incision of this, haematocolpos and marked haematometra were found : the uterus was the size of a three-months pregnancy. No further treatment was necessary.
Case 3. Miss R. Mel'., aged 1!) years, had had scanty menses for two years, with monthly pelvic pain. A ' lower segment ' haematometra was discovered (vide infra) and was treated by cervical dilatation.
Case 4. Mrs. M. T., aged 37, had never menstruated. Sexual intercourse had been satisfactory since marriage. For some months she had experienced pain in the left side.
Examination revealed an enlarged uterus and dilated tubes. Laparotomy proved these to be liaematometra and bilateral liaeniatosalpinx.
The uterus, together with both tubes, was removed at operation.
Case 5.
Mrs. E. C., aged 40 years, had had recurrent haemometra, treated by cervical dilatation before the age of 20 years. This had now recurred and was similarly treated, with good effect.
Case (i. Miss A. V., aged 69 years, had intermittent post-menopausal bleeding due to uterine adenocarcinoma. A portion of the tumour had blocked the cervical canal, resulting in liaematometra. Treatment was by hysterectomy. (Tait, 1945 ; Allen, 1947 The application of the cautery to cervical erosions is also a common procedure. It may, however, cause cervical stenosis. Simon (1928) (Simon, 1928 August, 1950 , with the electric cautery and she has since been well. Examination under anaesthesia at that time revealed the right horn of the uterus to be unchanged. The left horn was very small and was surrounded by much parametrial thickening.
Cases 3 and 7 menstruated regularly after operation ; the former has done so for two years and menstruation still continues, and the latter menstruated for eighteen months, after which the menopause occurred. Examination after six months amenorrlioea revealed no abnormality in the uterus. Those cases treated by hysterectomy (Nos. 4 & G) are well, the former three and the latter four years after operation. On recent examination of the patient who had had adenocarcinoma of the uterine body no evidence of recurrence could be found. Case 5 menstruated regularly for two years and then for the last four years her periods have been irregular and scanty. Case 2 menstruated regularly lor two years, after which time she developed an erosion which was treated with the electric cautery. She subsequently married and eight years after operation she conceived and was delivered of a live child in February, 1951. SUMMARY.
Haeinatometra occurred in 0.14 per cent of gynaecological admissions to the Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow. A similar incidence is recorded in the literature. In a ten year period seven cases were treated. The etiology, diagnosis and treatment of haematometra are discussed. The results of treatment in the series of cases is described. 
